
No child care. No recovery



Pennsylvania can 
not successfully 

reopen for 
business unless 

early learning 
programs are 
saved.  Why?

• Currently nearly every learning 
program and child care center in 
the state is closed 

• 30% of all programs indicate they 
will not reopen if there is a 
prolonged shut down and no 
financial relief.



What does this mean? 

• 70%  of all children have all 
their parents in the 
workforce.

• As businesses reopen,  1 out 
of every 3 providers will no 
longer be there to support 
the workforce. 

• High-quality programs will be 
the first to disappear,  
impacting children’s social, 
emotional and educational  
short- and long-term gains



What can be done to save early learning programs? 
Policymakers should focus COVID-19 recovery funds on

• Enabling the rapid reopening of early learning programs and return to 
work for all families by: 
• Continuing to pay child care subsidies and Pre-K Counts and Head Start 

Supplemental Assistance Programs contracts for the duration of the closure. 

• Compensate high-quality providers for lost child care subsidy parent co-
payments (prioritize STAR 2-4). 

• Cover a portion of uncollected private pay tuition for high-quality child care 
programs (prioritize those serving subsidized children and STAR 2-4). 

• Doing so will conserve unemployment compensation funds, stabilize early 
learning provider capacity and ensure a sufficient supply of child care 
providers for an economic recovery



Continued

• Protecting children and child care professionals and ensure 
confidence in Pennsylvania’s early care and education system during 
recovery by: 
• Making sure that all child care, Pre-K Counts and Head Start programs have 

access to free training on sanitization practices required to re-open and 
covering the cost of sanitizing government-funded programs. 

• Supporting programs that provided child care for essential workers by 
guaranteeing immunity from COVID-19 related lawsuits associated during the 
crisis.

• Boosting early school success for this year’s  Pre-K Counts and Head 
Start students by funding one month of summer instruction for 
children entering kindergarten in the fall.



Next Steps

Become a Supporter

https://startstrongpa.org/join-us @StartStrongPA on Facebook and Twitter

http://www.prekforpa.org/join-us/ @PreKforPA on Facebook

@PreK4PA on Twitter

Take Action

https://startstrongpa.org/take-action

http://www.prekforpa.org/take_action/

Federal Advocacy: https://on.nwlc.org/3cpEChT.

https://startstrongpa.org/take-action
https://startstrongpa.org/join-us
http://www.prekforpa.org/join-us/
https://startstrongpa.org/take-action
https://startstrongpa.org/take-action
http://www.prekforpa.org/take_action/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012SXFF2MSmyC3J_skyIzOp1zQGEDHX7ZyisyzMKMeDZ_X6qjd8MXSbeDI1VWqpNUf1vuUajpcKKBF1nEKN_I3iJ2YbcHhAbQgqSbtg2RCVcMHX0E8Z8JH0pEv7ogT2lzRK6FX1GbeukV1eF8i23vIbghIw5nyAf5TzkDmgFc-dpBco9qdyOoNVfxbVAvIUjH_2miF_a-OCNcumVfCx9NTEzoG0n2zN9H-sW6VFPOTonLB7pgMFrCl0M27mdRU7I6ER_UCnhyHi9UMMUlx30-vxg==&c=qMSi_BRsxybfHzq-JjPly_p8aTXy3QNLLbXxU9Bn3WbkDCAs8RGFvg==&ch=9sfeSU1g2Dl6zsOgJGZbZBtc70frHw1Jig780PNRaLfsqgCcBDWnEw==

